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1. Situation regarding infection rates 

The current outbreak of COVID-19 as caused by the Omicron variant is once 
again leading to increases in infection rates all over the country, due to the 
appearance of the highly transmittable BA. 5 subvariant. This subvariant has 
also begun to take over as the main subvariant in Oita Prefecture. Days with 500 
or more new cases occurring have continued over the last week, and today we 
have confirmed 1,113 new cases in the prefecture. This is a new all-time high, 
and the first time the prefecture has surpassed 1,000 daily cases. It is clear that 
COVID-19 has once again begun spreading rapidly. 

Due to this rapid spread, the hospital bed occupancy rate has also increased 
dramatically from 4.3% on June 29 to 30.1% today. From this, we have decided 
to raise the alert status for Oita Prefecture to Stage 3. 

The Prefecture will continue to put its upmost into maintaining the medical 
care system and keep watch over the current situation, seeking to acquire more 
hospital beds as necessary. In addition, in order to prevent stress on the medical 
care system, we will set up two more overnight recuperation facilities, one on 
July 13 with 150 rooms and one on July 22 with 120 rooms, for a total of ten 
facilities with 1,270 rooms. 

With this in mind, we humbly ask for all residents’ continued understanding 
and cooperation in regards to the following points. 

 
2. Thorough application of fundamental infection countermeasures 

Fundamental infection countermeasures such as constant ventilation, 
wearing masks, hand-washing, and avoiding the “Three Cs” are effective at 
preventing the spread of COVID-19. We ask residents for their continued 
cooperation in upholding these measures. 

As COVID-19 is an airborne disease, apt ventilation is especially crucial to 
preventing its spread. It may be “air conditioner” season, but we ask that 
residents completely open their windows at least once for a few minutes every 30 
minutes. If you have multiple windows, then please open windows on two 



different sides of the room and use objects such as fans in order to properly 
ventilate air. 

Carbon dioxide monitors are also very effective for checking on the status of 
ventilation in a room. As a result, the Prefecture will distributing carbon dioxide 
monitors to approximately 3,000 locations where clusters are likely to occur, such 
as childcare facilities, schools, and elderly care facilities. We would appreciate it 
if facilities could use these monitors to check that they are properly ventilating 
air in places where many people gather. 

We will also be distributing these monitors to indoor sports organizations in 
the hopes that they will be used for tournaments and other events that take place 
within gymnasiums and other indoor venues. 

 
3. Vaccine 

The COVID-19 vaccine can prevent the development of serious symptoms, 
even for Omicron subvariants. 

The fourth round of inoculations is underway for those who have had five 
months pass since their third inoculation and are either aged 60 or over or aged 
18 or over and have a pre-existing condition. 

The Prefectural Vaccination Center can handle all stages of inoculation, 
from the first shot to the current fourth shot. The first and second shot require a 
reservation in advance, but the third and fourth shots have same-day 
reservations available. 

In addition, the center also has the Novavax vaccine available for those who 
have not received the first and second inoculations due to allergies to the Pfizer 
and Moderna vaccines, or those who cannot receive the second or third 
inoculations due to having experienced side effects. 

 
4. Conclusion 

In order to contain this outbreak, we will need the support and 
understanding of each and every resident. We ask that you please not let your 
guard down and continue to follow fundamental infection countermeasures and 
get vaccinated. 

Furthermore, in order to prevent chain infections from households, we ask 
that everyone please keep an eye on their family’s health. If even one member of 
your family is not feeling well, your entire family should not hesitate in staying 
home from work and/or school. 


